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Pray for and Remember our Parish Emergency Fund

We have two great musical treats
for you this month, both on

Sunday, May 4th.
First, at our 8am and 10am

celebrations of the Holy Eucharist,
Carver Cossey will be here for his
annual visit and performance.

A recent review in the Orange County
Register said: “Carver Cossey is a gem
and if there is a better interpreter of
American spirituals in southern
California, I haven’t heard him….
Voices like his need to be singled out
on occasion, if only to remember that
the demands of the spiritual are
extensive, and those who can meet
them are few.”

Carver will be joined by our adult and
children’s choirs for a truly spirited
experience of worship. Whether
you’ve heard and enjoyed Carver’s
singing and musical leadership before,
or are meeting him for the first time,
you’ll certainly not want to miss church
on the morning of May 4th.

Later the same day, at 5pm, the Friends
of Music will host a “Festival of Saint
Michael’s Music Makers.”

Several amateur and professional
musicians who also happen to be members
of our parish will come together to display
their musical talents. They’ve all put a lot
of work into what should be a fun and
diverse afternoon of music, and your
attendance is warmly encouraged.

Also taking place during May will be a
two-week project which will upgrade and
improve our pipe organ.

While a very fine instrument overall, the
organ has been lacking in some respects.
In particular, it could use more bass to
add weight to the overall sound.

Since bass pipes are extremely large and
correlatively expensive, we have decided
to undertake this project with high-quality
digital voices. Some missing manual
sounds will be generated in this way as
well. These improvements will be made
within the existing pipe chambers and
console, and you will see no difference in
the organ’s appearance.

By the end of May, though, you may
hear a subtle but effective difference
in the sound! This project is being
sponsored largely by one parish family
who has a particular interest in the

pipe organ; additional contributions have been
made via the Friends of Music over the
course of several years. I’ll write (and
demonstrate) more about this when the
project is completed.

Finally, since it’ll be coming right on the
heels of May, I’d like to remind you about
our annual Jazz Vespers with The Rev’d
Norm Freeman, Sunday, June 1st at 5pm.

Norm always performs with some of
southern California’s most accomplished jazz
artists, and his vespers are an experience to
remember.

Joe Bell wrote in the Daily Pilot shortly
after last year’s vespers: “The thing that
struck me most about this Sunday afternoon
Jazz Vespers was the abundance of empty
seats… there should have been jazz
aficionados piling up at the door. I would
gladly have paid concert rates to hear this
music, and to see it performed gratis before
empty seats seemed like a great waste to
me.”

So be here, and bring your friends! Joe
finishes by saying: “Oh, yes, there is food
and wine afterward, and a chance for
members of the audience to meet and
converse with the artists.”

Editors note: you can hear samples of Jazz
Vespers on  the Love of  Mike Web site
www.loveofmike.net.
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